In my Maiden Speech in August 2008 I made mention of our need to provide more financial support and access to services for those with disabilities and the Hansard of my speech is available on my website www.darrenchester.com . You may also be interested to read me media release of the report.

 As you are aware the report which was released in February this year, found that the current disability support system is underfunded, unfair, fragmented and inefficient. It states that people with a disability have little choice and no certainty of access to appropriate support.
The establishment of a National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) is an important step in the right direction and while it will be a slow process to overhaul the current system, it will ensure that we have a fairer and more equitable model in place.

I am fully supportive of an NDIS and I will be interested to see the Federal Government’s response to the final report which is due at the end of this July.

Kind Regards

Darren Chester

The Nationals 
Federal Member for Gippsland
