Message from Hon Bill Shorten MP, Assistant Treasurer

Hi everyone.
In the event I cannot make it today, I want you to know I want to be with you.
Even though I’ve moved portfolio I really want you to know that I still remain passionately committed to people with a disability, their carers and families.  
So many of you do it tough your resilience and determination continue to inspire me.
The 3 years I spent meeting and speaking with so many of you as Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities has shaped me as a person and as a parliamentarian today.  
So thank you.

The Government was yesterday handed the Productivity Commission’s report into a long-term disability care and support scheme, otherwise known as a national disability insurance scheme.  

It’s tremendously important and while the Government will naturally take a bit of time to consider its findings and recommendations, have no doubt that we know the status quo is unacceptable and we will act.

We know 2 million people with a disability and their carers are in de facto exile in our nation right now.

And the long boom of the last 20 years has passed-by people with a disability and their carers. 

So reforming disabilities services and giving 2 million fellow Australians a proper fair go really is the last frontier in human rights and social policy reform in our great country.

Enjoy your cup of tea or coffee this morning.  I wish I was with you, but assure you my thoughts are there.

All the best

Bill

